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The Legal Kid Foundation to Host Marva Woods Memorial Mock
Trial Honoring a Legacy of Youth Empowerment and Legal Access
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Raleigh, NC — February 2, 2026 — The Legal Kid Foundation (TLKF) will host the
Marva Woods Memorial Mock Trial on February 26, 2026, at Campbell University
Norman Adrian Wiggins School of Law, honoring the life and legacy of Marva
Woods, a visionary advocate whose leadership helped expand access to legal
education for young people.
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Marva Woods was a longtime professional at LexisNexis and a leader within the
Raleigh African Ancestry Network (AAN). In 2021, she approached TLKF with a
bold idea: to ensure students—particularly those historically excluded—understood
the law, their rights, and their power within civic systems. That vision helped
launch TLKF’s Student Ambassador Program, which began in Raleigh in January
2022.

“Marva believed the law should never be a mystery reserved for the privileged,”
said Dawn J. Bizzell, Co-Founder and Executive Director of The Legal Kid
Foundation. “She understood that when young people learn how the law works,
they begin to see themselves as leaders and advocates. This Mock Trial honors
her belief that legal knowledge can change the trajectory of a child’s life.”

Woods was instrumental in establishing TLKF’s first law school partnership with
Campbell Law School’s Educational Pro Bono Law Clinic, creating a sustainable
model for experiential learning that connects law students, attorneys, and youth
through hands-on civic education.

The Legal Kid Foundation empowers youth through legal literacy, civic education,
social-emotional learning, and mentorship. Through its Student Ambassador
Program and partnerships with law schools and community institutions, TLKF
equips young people with the knowledge and confidence to navigate systems of
law and democracy.
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“Marva Woods had a rare ability to make the law feel human and accessible,”
said Professor Lisa Lukasik, Director of the Educational Pro Bono Law Clinic at
Campbell Law School. “Her partnership with The Legal Kid Foundation created
meaningful pathways for young people to see themselves reflected in the legal
profession.”

The Mock Trial will bring together students, law students, attorneys, educators,
and community leaders in an immersive learning experience reflecting Woods’
enduring commitment to mentorship, equity, and justice.

Marva Woods passed away on February 27, 2025.

The Marva Woods Memorial Mock Trial is presented in partnership with:

LexisNexis Raleigh African Ancestry Network (AAN)

Campbell Law School Educational Pro Bono Law Clinic

Campbell Law School Black Law Students Association (BLSA)
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